Islamic Identity or National Identity. In Islamic society, religion plays a
central role in the politics of identity. However, in Iran Islamic Republic,
Iranians are embattled to re-affirm their cultural and national identity.
National identity is not limited to a political badge that distinguishes one from
another. It is the paradigm of civility that fosters the social value of self as well
as the others.
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(**)This comment on the identity of Shiite Muslims was made by United States
Institute of Peace fellow Barbara Slavin during the June 20, 2008 presentation of
her new USIP report titled, How Iran Exert its Influence in the Middle East
Payvand July 3, 2008

1- George Schwab, "Enemy or Foe: A Conflict of Modern Politics," Telos
no 72 Summer 1987 p 195.
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